
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



APPENDIX. 



THE following papers, being tranfmitted by candidates 
for the premium which was offered by the fociety 
" for the beft method of preventing the premature decay of 
peach trees," were confidered as very deferving of public 
attention. It was therefore determined that the premium 
of Jixty dollars mould be divided between their refpeftive 
authors, and that the papers fhould be inferted in the 
Tranfactions. 



No. I. 



Account of a Method of Preventing the premature Decay 
of Peach Trees. By John Ellis, of New-Jerfey. 

THE decay of peach trees is owing to a worm, 
which originates from a large fly, that re- 
fembles the common wafp : this fly perforates the bark 
and depofits an egg in the moift or iappy part of it. 
The moft common place of perforation is at the furface 
of the earth, and as foon as the worm is able to move, 
it defcends into the earth, probably from an inftinctive ef- 
fort to avoid the winter's froft. This may be afcertained by 
obfervation, the tra£t of the worm from the feat of the 
egg being vifible at its beginning, and gradually increas- 
ing, in correfpondence with the increafing fize of the 
Vol. V. U u worm : 
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worm ; its courfe is always downwards. The progrefs 
of the young worm is extremely flow, and if the egg is 
depofited at any confiderable diftance above the furface of 
the earth, it is long before the worm reaches the ground. 
The worms are unable to bear the cold of winter unlefs 
covered by the earth, and all that are above ground after 
froft are killed. 

By this hiftory of the origin, progrefs and nature of 
the infect, we can explain the effects of my method, 
which is as follows : in the fpring, when the bloflbms 
are out, clear away the dirt fo as to expofe the root of the 
tree, to the depth of three inches ; furround the tree 
with ftraw about three feet long, applied lengthwife, fo 
that it may have a covering one inch thick, which ex- 
tends to the bottom of the hole, the but ends of the 
ftraw refting upon the ground at the bottom. Bind this 
ftraw round the tree with three bands, one near the top, 
one at the middle, and the third at the furface of the 
earth, then fill up the hole at the root, with earth, and 
prefs it clofely round the ftraw. When the white frofts 
appear, the ftraw fhould be removed and the tree fhould 
remain uncovered until the bloflbms put out in the fpring. 

By this procefs the fly is prevented from depofiting its 
egg within three feet of the root, and although it may 
place the egg above that diftance, the worm travels fo 
flow that it cannot reach the ground before froft, and 
therefore is killed before it is able to injure the tree. 

The truth of the principle is proved by the following 
fa<3: — I pradtifed this method with a large number of 
peach trees, and they flourifhed remarkably, without any 
appearance of injury from the worm, for feveral years ; 
I was then induced to difcontinue the ftraw with about 
twenty of them. All thofe which are without thejlraw have 
declined^ while the others which have had thejlraw continue 
as vigorous as ever. 

Defcription 



